
THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL, ALNWICK 
 

‘ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE’ 

 
 

Sunday, 18
th
 DECEMBER 2022 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

A warm welcome to our worship today. 

We hope you will stay for tea/coffee after the 10.00am service. 
 

 

 

The wearing of a mask is a personal choice in St Michael’s 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

 

8.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 President : The Reverend Martin Roff      Preacher : John Cooke 

10.00am Parish Communion 

 President : The Reverend Martin Roff      Preacher : John Cooke 

12.00 noon Baptism of Connor Barrett 

6.00pm Carol Service 

 Officiant : The Reverend Robert Chavner TSSF 

 

Isaiah 7 : 10 – 16 

A young woman will give her son the name Immanuel, meaning ‘God is 

with us’.  Isaiah’s words were meant as encouragement to King Ahaz in 

dangerous times, but for us they will always have the profound meaning 

fulfilled in Mary and the birth of Jesus. 

  

Matthew 1 : 18 – 25 

Mary conceives a child by divine grace, and to the worried Joseph there 

appears a dreamlike messenger with strange words of assurance.  This 

strange circumstance is safe in divine hands.  ‘……. and she will call her 

son Immanuel’. 



Hymns at 10.00am 

80    Of the Father's heart begotten (omit verses 4 & 6) 

85    The Angel Gabriel from heaven came 

316    The God whom earth and sea and sky 

394    Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

 

For your prayers this week... 

 

As we approach the celebration of the birth of our Saviour, let us turn our 

hearts and minds to our heavenly Father, with confidence in his generous 

love and mercy. 

 

Pray that the Church will faithfully proclaim the Word of God to every 

part of the world - and give thanks for the appointment of the Reverend 

Christian Mitchell (Mitch) as he prepares to come to St Michael's in 2023 

to lead us in our ministry and mission. 

 

Pray that government leaders will be responsive to the needs of their 

people, especially families with young children and those with few 

financial resources. 

 

Pray that all who are pregnant and afraid may welcome the life within 

them, and draw strength from the angel Gabriel's words to Mary: "Do not 

be afraid." 

 

Pray that the poor, the lonely, and the neglected will experience God’s 

love during this joyful season through the kindness of others, including 

ourselves. 

 

Pray that all who are busy making preparations to celebrate Christmas will 

take time to reflect on God’s love for them, and not forget the reason for 

the season. 

 

Pray for those who have died, that as they shared our Christmas joy on 

earth, they may come to enjoy eternal glory in God’s kingdom. 

 

Almighty God, prepare our hearts with your grace, that, like Mary, we 

may be a worthy dwelling place for your Son. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



THE WEEK AHEAD 

Monday, 19
th
  

2.00pm  School Carol Service 

Tuesday, 20
th
     

10.30am  Funeral of Ann Angus 

6.30pm  Civic Carol Service 

Wednesday, 21
st
           

10.15am  Holy Communion 

Thursday, 22
nd

       

9.30am  Mini Michael’s 

Saturday, 24
th 

4.00pm  Christingle Service 

Sunday, 25
th
  CHRISTMAS DAY 

10.00am Parish Communion 

 President & Preacher : The Reverend Canon Philip Bourne 

  

 

THIS WEEK'S ECO TIP 

Waste at Christmas increases by 30%.  Anything at all that each of us can 

do to bring that number down is worth doing. 

 

Extra buying equals extra packaging.  All soft plastics can be recycled at 

Sainsbury’s, Morrison’s or the Co-op on Wagonway Road.  (Further afield, 

Tesco and Waitrose.) 

 

The list below is taken from Sainsbury’s website 

Dry food flexible plastics 

Bread, cereal, rice, dry food bags, sweet, biscuit and cake wrappers, crisp 

and snack packets. 

Other food flexible plastics 

Cheese wrap, flexible film lids, frozen food bags, fruit, vegetable and 

flowers wrapping, (including the orange/yellow-coloured nets which some 

fruits come in.  Please cut off the little metal pieces used on some 

varieties.)  Multipack film wrap, clingfilm and sleeves on bottles. 

Pouches and Sachets 

Coffee, confectionery, homecare and sauce pouches.  Baby, pet food and 

microwavable food pouches.  Toiletries refill pouches, packets and sachets. 

Non-food flexible plastics 

Carrier bags, clothing bags, bubble wrap, magazine and newspaper 

wrappers, toilet and kitchen roll wrapping. 



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS  As you can see we are beginning to decorate the 

Church for Christmas.  If you would like to donate towards the cost of  

Flowers, please hand it to Pat or Lynne.   

 

 

THE HOLY LAND - Lent 2024 

Following our successful holiday/pilgrimage to 

Austria and the Oberammergau Passion Play, for 

those of you who may be interested, Philip and I 

are leading a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 4 – 11 

March 2024, based in Jerusalem and Galilee. We 

would love you to join us.  To register your 

interest, please let us know soonest and we can 

make sure you are included in the booking 

information mailing.  Thank you.  

   Fr Robert  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Churchwardens 

Pat Taylor       Anne Blades 

                    : 01665 603811                                            : 01665 602020 

 

Parish Website: www.alnwickanglican.com 

If you are a UK taxpayer, St. Michael’s can benefit to the tune of 25p for each £1.00 

donated by Gift Aid.  Please use the envelopes available at the back of church.   

Thank you. 

The Parish of St. Michael & St. Paul is a Registered Charity, No. 1131297 

http://www.alnwickanglican.com/

