
THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL, ALNWICK 
 

‘ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE’ 

 

Sunday 5
th
 December, 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

A warm welcome to our worship today. 

We hope you will stay for tea/coffee after the 10.00am service – 

but please try to gather in groups of no more than six. 
 

For those who are concerned about sitting too close to others, there is 

greater space in the pews in the south aisle and on the blue chairs in the 

north aisle.  Please continue to use the hand sanitizer provided and wear a 

face covering.  Our 10.00am service is live-streamed.  Should you wish not 

to be on camera please speak to a Churchwarden who will show you to a 

suitable seat.  Thank you. 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

 8.30am  Holy Communion   

10.00am  First Sunday Eucharist 

6.00pm Evensong (BCP) & Address    

 

THIS MORNING’S READINGS: 

Malachi 3: 1-4  (At 8.30am only) 

This messenger expects the Lord to come suddenly, heralded by another 

messenger to prepare his way.  Christians see this fulfilled in John the 

Baptist, who also warned people that to encounter the Lord is not an 

unmixed blessing – always there is a testing and a purifying we have to 

face.  
 

Luke 3: 1-6    

We read from Luke these coming months, but in all four Gospels John the 

Baptist appears as the messenger whom ancient Scripture had expected.  

He is the forerunner and herald of Jesus, preparing the way of the Lord by 

calling people to repent and be baptised. 



FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

• That we may use Advent to prepare our hearts for Christmas    

• St Michael’s C of E Primary School 

• Those working tirelessly to resolve the problems of storm Arwen 

• Mark, Bishop of Berwick as he becomes acting Bishop of Newcastle 

• Continuing efforts to combat Covid 19 

 

HYMNS 10.00am 

160  Make way, make way, for Christ the King   

  28  Come and see the shining hope that Christ’s apostle saw 

652  Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 

 

EVENSONG (BCP) & ADDRESS 

Psalm       75 

  30  Come, thou long-expected Jesus 

775  Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

815  Thy kingdom come!  On bended knee 

 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Tuesday 

1.00pm  Funeral of Keith Davison  

7.00pm  St Michael’s Bowls Club in the Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday  

10.15am  Alnwick Deanery Mothers’ Union Advent Eucharist 

followed by mince pies, shortbread and tea/coffee 

 All welcome – do come along 

7.00pm PCC Meeting in church 
 

Thursday 

9.30am  Mini Michaels in church 
 

Sunday  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

8.30am Holy Communion  

10.00am Parish Communion 

6.00pm Iona Style Evening Prayer & Address  

 

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING’S READINGS 

Malachi 3: 1-4  Luke 3: 7-18 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Sunday 12
th
 December  4.00pm Carol Service at Denwick Chapel   

Thursday 16
th
 December  4.00pm Singing Practice for Carol Service 

 



ENORMOUS THANKS to all who helped in any way whatsoever with our 

WINTER MARKET.  It was a splendid occasion, blessed with a fine sunny 

morning and with a fantastic amount of team-work from so many people 

before, during and after the event.  Everyone agreed that holding it in 

church was a major success – allowing space for ease of movement as well 

as allowing the stalls to display their goods to more effect.  The incredible 

sum of £2,475.76 was raised for much-needed church funds thanks to the 

support of so many townsfolk as well as our congregation. 

 

Following the memorable visit of STORM ARWEN last weekend you will 

see there are still signs of devastation in the churchyard which we hope 

will be cleared as soon as possible.  Our immediate thanks, however, are 

due to the TEAM FROM NORTHUMBERLAND ESTATES who, armed 

with industrial-grade chainsaws, have ensured that we now have access to 

the church, allowing services and other activities to go ahead once more.  

We could not be more grateful for their help.  

 

Our plan from Advent Sunday was to provide a WEEKLY ECO TIP each 

Sunday to keep our awareness of care for God’s creation.  As we were 

unable to meet last Sunday we are including TWO ECO TIPS this week.  

Please take a few moments to ponder them – and then do what you can. 

ECO TIP ONE - When it comes to buying your Christmas gifts try to look 

for ethically sourced goods.  We are lucky here in Alnwick we have a 

variety of charity shops where new goods are often sourced sustainably. 

ECO TIP TWO - Real trees have a much lower carbon footprint than 

artificial ones, provided they are composted by either oneself or the 

council. Artificial trees, made from plastic which is derived from oil (a fossil 

fuel), need to be reused for ten years to be comparable. 

 

JANE SCOTT would like to say ‘thank you’ for the kindness shown to her 

from the folk of St Michael’s following her broken ankle incident.  

Flowers, visits, cards and lovely people providing ‘meals on wheels’ have 

helped Vicarage life to be more bearable than it might otherwise have 

been.  Progress is being made – but sitting still is hard for someone who 

likes to be ‘on the go’! 

 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS  & MAKERS.  Following last year's knitted angels, 

this year Christians Together in Alnwick proposes that we make 1,000 

STARS to distribute around town from 18th December.  These will be 

packed in compostable bags, with a small printed greeting. The stars can 

be knitted, woven, cut-out or made from willow strips.  Simple illustrated 



instructions can be downloaded from the website: 

christianstogetherinalnwick.co.uk – or ask Andrew or Michelle Duff.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN ADVENT ACCLAMATION 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, 

ruler of the universe, creator of light and darkness. 

In this holy season, when the sun’s light is swallowed up 

by the growing darkness of the night, 

you renew your promise to reveal among us 

the splendour of your glory, 

enfleshed and visible to us in Jesus Christ your Son. 

Through the prophets you teach us to hope for his reign of peace. 

Through the outpouring of his Spirit, 

you open our blindness to the glory of his presence. 

Strengthen us in our weakness. 

Support us in our stumbling efforts to do your will 

and free our tongues to sing your praise. 

For to you all honour and blessing are due, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Vicar: The Rev’d. Canon Paul Scott 

Tel: 01665 603078             email: paulscott1957@btinternet.com 

 

 

Parish Website: www.alnwickanglican.com 
 

If you are a UK taxpayer, St. Michael’s can benefit to the tune of 25p for 

each £1.00 donated by Gift Aid.  Please use the envelopes available at the 

back of church.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

The Parish of St. Michael & St. Paul is a Registered Charity, No. 1131297 
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