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St Michael’s Church, Alnwick
Vicar: The Rev’d Paul Scott

Curate: The Rev’d Julia Myles
22nd December 2013. The Fourth Sunday of Advent
The Blessed Virgin Mary 
A very warm welcome to St Michael’s. If you are a visitor, and receive Communion at your own church, you are invited to do so here. Large print books and a loop system are available.

This leaflet gives details of readings, services and other events in the near future – please take it home with you to read and then use as a reference for the coming days.
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8.00 am

Holy Communion
President & Preacher
The Rev’d Canon Sue Allen

Reader


Holly Petrie
9.30 am


Parish Eucharist
Setting: Mass of St Thomas
President


The Rev’d Paul Scott
Hymn


250
Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly crown
Children and Young People
Parents with babies and very small children are most welcome to take them to the Children’s Corner (at the back of church) at any time. For older children and young people, Junior Church takes place in the Parish Room.
1st Reading



Isaiah 7:10-16


Reader: Patricia Kind






(Page 646 of the Old Testament in the Pew Bible)
A young woman will give her son the name Immanuel, meaning ‘God is with us’.  Isaiah’s words were meant as encouragement to King Ahaz in dangerous times, but for us they will always have the profound meaning fulfilled in Mary and the birth of Jesus.
2nd Reading



Romans 1:1-7


Reader: Richard Allsop







(Page 147 of the New Testament in the Pew Bible)
On the last Sunday before Christmas day, we hear a reminder from Paul of the content of the Good news: that prophecy is fulfilled, that Christ is born a son of David, that he died and rose again – and calls us into his company.
Gradual

My soul doth | magnify the | Lord:

and my spirit hath re|joiced in | God my | Saviour.

For | he hath re|garded:

the | lowliness | of his | hand-maiden.

For be|hold, from | henceforth:

all gene|rations shall | call me | blessed.

For he that is mighty hath | magnified | me:

and | holy | is his | name.

And his mercy is on | them that | fear him:

through|out all | gene|rations.

He hath shewed | strength with his | arm:

he hath scattered the proud in the imagi|nation | of their | hearts.

He hath put down the mighty | from their | seat:

and hath exalted the | humble and | meek.

He hath filled the hungry with | good | things:

and the rich he | hath sent | empty a|way.

He re|membering his mercy | hath holpen his | servant | Israel:

as he promised | to our | forefathers, Abraham | and his | seed, for | ever.

Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son:

and | to the | Holy | Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be:

world without | end. | A|men.
The Gospel


Matthew 1:18-25





(Page 1 of the New Testament in the Pew Bible) 
Mary conceives a child by divine grace, and to the worried Joseph there appears a dreamlike messenger with strange words of assurance.  This strange circumstance is safe in divine hands.  ‘… and she will call her son Immanuel.’
Sermon



The Rev’d Canon Sue Allen
Prayers



Intercessor: Anne Harrison
Offertory Hymn
484

Long ago, prophets knew
After the Offertory, the service continues with Eucharistic Prayer E which starts on page 12 of the Advent booklet
Communion Hymn
30

Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes
Final Hymn
31

Come, thou long-expected Jesus
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11.15 am
Late Morning Worship
Posada
Leader & Address

Philip Angier
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6.00 pm

 Carol Service
Morning Prayer is usually said in church at 8.30 am and Evening Prayer at 5.00 pm, from Tuesday  to Saturday, except for Wednesday morning. You will be most welcome to join us for these times of prayer and bible reading.

For your prayers this week…
‘O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Immanuel’

Expectant mothers

The homeless

All who travel – that they may do so safely

Departed Loved Ones

Worship And Events This Week
Mon 23rd
11.00 am
Christingle-making in the Parish Hall.  See page 4
Tues 24th

Christmas Eve

4.30 pm
Family Carols and Christingle Service


11.30 pm
Midnight Mass of The Nativity 
Wed 25th

Christmas Day

8.00 am
Holy Communion


9.30 am
The Eucharist of Christmas Day
Thurs 26th
10.00 am
Holy Communion for the Feast of St Stephen
Fri 27th
9.30 am
Holy Communion for the Feast of St John
Sat 28th
9.30 am
Holy Communion for the Holy Innocents

Next Sunday: 29th December. The First Sunday of Christmas
8.00 am

Holy Communion

Isaiah 63:7-9


(CW 30)







Hebrews 2:10-18

(CW 31)







Matthew 2:13-23

(CW 32)
9.30 am

Parish Eucharist
11.15 am
Late Morning Worship with Holy Communion
God in the Flesh
6.00 pm
Sung Evensong, (BCP 1662). Isaiah 49:7-13;
Philippians 2:1-11
Please note that the Vicar’s day off is Monday

He would be pleased to be spared all but the most urgent matters on this day.

The Curate’s normal working days are Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
 Paul & Julia thank you all very much for your Christmas good wishes and they extend to all at St Michaels every blessing for the Christmas season and for all that lies ahead in 2014,
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered in St. Michael's on Sunday 16th March, 2014 at 9.30am. If you are interested in being confirmed, please speak to one of the clergy. Preparations will begin in the New Year but it would be helpful to have some idea of 'interested parties' before then.

Many thanks, Paul.


A group of people will be singing Carols in Alnwick Infirmary, at 7.00 pm on Tuesday (Christmas Eve). If you would like to join in, please contact Debbie Howey (tel. no. 01665 602264) 

Have YOU got an hour to spare tomorrow (23rd Dec)? We could do with a few more helpers in the Parish Hall at 11.00 am to join the Christingle Construction Team, assembling Christingles in preparation for the 4.30 Family Carols and Christingle Service on Christmas Eve. We would also appreciate help at that to light & give out Christingles, or to help steward the many people who come .Please let Julia Myles know if you can help Thank you.

The picture on the front cover of this week’s Advent Thoughts is a copy of an icon of the Annunciation painted by Arsen Asatryan from Spitak. Limited edition prints of this and an icon depicting the Adoration of the Magi are available to purchase this morning. A minimum donation of £2 would be appreciated.

Congratulations to all the Parish Hall Draw winners….the December winners are:- 

Doreen Coleman, Kay Downey, and Betty Taylor.
The winners of the December Bonus draw, who each receive £10, are, Jean Collins, Nora Willis, Bill Callaghan, Lorna Gilroy, Mary Wilcox, June Roberts, Stanley Trafford, David Appleby, Margaret McFarlane, Frank Williams and Paul Jarvis.
The draw made a profit, after paying 51% of the subscriptions as prize money, of £519. 

On Saturday11th January there is to be a ‘Stewards’ Soup & Roll Lunch in the Parish Hall 

(at 12.15 for 12.30). This is to say ‘thank you’ to all who have acted as Church Stewards in 2013 and also to invite them to continue during 2014, together with anyone who would like to help with stewarding but hasn’t already taken part.

Many thanks to all those who took and delivered Christmas cards around Alnwick.  If there were any bundles with too many or too few, or any streets missed out altogether, please could you let Margaret Onions have the details so that we can correct the list for next year.
The Parish of St Michael & St Paul is a Registered Charity, No. 1131297
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